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REMEMBERING MSG CLARENCE O. 
LYALL 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to a man who put his life in harm’s way 
for our country as a member of the iconic 
101st Airborne Division’s Easy Company dur-
ing World War II. MSG Clarence Odell Lyall, 
a longtime resident of Leonardtown, Maryland, 
passed away on March 19. 

The 101st Airborne Division was created in 
1942 to put American boots on the ground in 
some of the most treacherous enemy-held ter-
ritory—in possibly the most dangerous way 
possible. Paratrooper tactics were still very 
new, and the risks of jumping out of an air-
craft, let alone into a warzone, were enough to 
give even some of our bravest soldiers pause. 
But for the men who were formed into the Di-
vision’s E Company, known as ‘‘Easy Com-
pany,’’ landing safely on the ground was only 
the first obstacle. 

On June 6, 1944, Clarence—‘‘Clancy,’’ to 
those of us who were fortunate to know him— 
jumped with Easy Company a few miles from 
Utah Beach in the opening hours of Operation 
Overlord, and he landed in a tree. He was so 
laden with heavy equipment that another sol-
dier had to cut him down to safety. After the 
Normandy beachhead was secured, Clancy 
fought in France, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
and Germany in Operations Market Garden 
and the Battle of the Bulge. The exploits of 
Easy Company were highlighted in the book 
Band of Brothers and the television miniseries 
of the same name. 

Clancy’s service to our country continued 
long after the Second World War came to a 
close. After the war, Clancy was honorably 
discharged. But he re-enlisted and went on to 
a military career that took him from occupation 
duty in West Germany to service in the Ko-
rean War and even a stint as an observer at 
the Battle of Dien Bien Phu in Vietnam in 
1954, escaping the besieged town just two 
weeks before the fall of its French garrison. 
Over the course of his career, Clancy made 
an astounding four combat jumps, earned 
twenty-five decorations and citations, and re-
tired as a Master Sergeant. 

Since leaving the Army, Clancy continued to 
serve his country and community as a VFW 
Commander, President of the Veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge, and President of the 
American Legion Vice Commander Lions 
Club. He served on the Southern Maryland 
Veterans Advisory Board and was a member 
of the Order of the Purple Heart in support of 
our wounded veterans. 

I was proud to represent Clancy in Con-
gress for so many years, and I continue to be 
in awe of what he and others in Easy Com-
pany and across the Armed Forces achieved 
during World War II. Their sacrifices, their 
courage, their bonds of brotherhood through 

unspeakable difficulty have ensured the lasting 
triumph of democracy. 

Clancy Lyall was my dear friend, and I join 
in thanking Clancy for his service to this nation 
and to our community in Southern Maryland, 
and I offer my condolences to his wife, Liz, 
their five children, eight grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. 
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO 
HEALTHCARE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 22, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the 
excessive burden the liability system places 
on the health care delivery system: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition to H.R. 5, the so-called HEALTH 
Act. This misguided legislation undermines 
Medicare, raises deficits and restricts states’ 
rights. 

Last year, House Republicans voted to end 
the Medicare guarantee for seniors. Fortu-
nately, Senate Democrats blocked this dan-
gerous proposal from becoming law. Now, 
House Republicans are trying again to dis-
mantle the program in their fiscal year 2013 
budget proposal. 

The Republican proposal would end the 
Medicare guarantee by pushing future seniors 
into the private insurance market with a 
voucher that fails to keep up with the rising 
costs of health care. According to the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office, the Re-
publican voucher proposal could force future 
seniors to pay $6,400 more for health care 
every year. Republicans claim that shifting ris-
ing health care costs onto future seniors will 
save billions of dollars. What do House Re-
publicans proposed do with those savings? 
Reinvest in Medicare? Increase funding for 
education? Reduce the national debt? Re-
markably, House Republicans are proposing 
to take Medicare dollars from future seniors to 
give a new $150,000 tax cut to the wealthiest 
individuals and corporations in America today. 
House Republicans introduced H.R. 5 to dis-
tract attention from their radical plans to dis-
mantle Medicare and give more handouts to 
billionaires. 

H.R. 5 repeals the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board (IPAB) created by the Afford-
able Care Act. IPAB was established in the 
new health care law to protect Medicare’s 
long-term sustainability. The Board will do this 
by keeping program costs at a manageable 
level and preventing special interests from de-
laying implementation of reforms that strength-
en Medicare. 

IPAB will be composed of fifteen non-polit-
ical experts, including doctors, consumers and 

senior advocates recommended by Congres-
sional leaders, nominated by the President 
and confirmed by the Senate. If Medicare 
costs exceed certain targets, these experts will 
make recommendations to Congress on ways 
to stabilize Medicare by reforming payment 
and delivery systems. Congress retains the 
power to reject these recommendations and 
pass their own reforms to reduce Medicare 
spending. IPAB experts are prohibited by law 
from recommending changes to Medicare that 
ration care, increase seniors’ costs, reduce 
benefits or restrict eligibility. IPAB does not 
harm Medicare or seniors, but eliminating 
IPAB would weaken Medicare and raise the 
deficit. 

The Congressional Budget Office found that 
repealing IPAB will add $3 billion to deficits 
over the next ten years. To offset this cost, 
House Republicans impose new federal rules 
to legal cases involving medical malpractice, 
product liability, health insurance and related 
issues. The broad provisions of this bill would 
offer new protections to drug companies, nurs-
ing homes, insurance companies and HMOs. 
These new restrictions would severely limit a 
patient’s ability to recover damages suffered 
as a result of medical negligence, defective 
products or irresponsible insurance products. 
Every year, approximately 200,000 severe 
medical injuries are caused by negligence. 
Only seventeen percent of these patients ever 
file a malpractice claim. Patients who do seek 
legal recourse may not obtain full and just 
compensation for their injuries due to the caps 
on awards imposed by H.R. 5. 

The National Conference of State Legisla-
tures strongly opposes this federal mandate 
on states arguing that federal medical mal-
practice legislation is unnecessary. In fact, the 
Congressional Budget Office analysis of H.R. 
5 noted the new medical malpractice caps 
‘‘might cause providers to exercise less cau-
tion, resulting in an increase in the number of 
medical injuries attributable to negligence.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to reject these ex-
treme and unprecedented changes mandated 
to state medical malpractice laws that will re-
sult in less justice for victims, less patient 
safety, and less flexibility for states to make 
their own laws. 

Further, I urge my colleagues to stand up 
for seniors and protect Medicare by opposing 
H.R. 5. 

f 

HONORING CODY PAE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Cody Pae of the Fulton High 
School Wrestling team for winning the Class 2 
Missouri State Wrestling Championship in the 
126-pound weight class. 

Mr. Pae and his coaches should be com-
mended for all their hard work throughout the 
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